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, Sn Rudram, the prayer to Lord Siva, is perhaps
the most popular and efficatious among the. Vedic-
hymas. It occurs in the middle of the Yajurveda and
‘contams the highest of mantras, the Panchakshara. 1t
is recited for one’s own purlﬁcauon and attamment of
fgnana and for the welfare of the country. No. ablutlon
'in a.Siva temple is complete without its recital, Thls
~hymn contalns 11 hapters and 164 mantras. . Their very
.chanting in prescribed swaras by a group of men .is
',charmmg. Lord Siva’s severl aspects, his ommscenoe,
. his omnipresence and ommpotence are spoken of in
,chowe and sweet song sounding phrases. The hymn
is elaborately commented upon by Sri Sayana, Sri Bhatta
.Bhaskara, and Abhinava Sankara. These Commentanes
indicatethe method of reciting and repeating the indivi-
dual mantras’ with their special Rishis, Dhyana slokas,
etc, and the usefulness on such repetitions.  Sri Muthu-
‘krishna 'Sastrigal has done an incalculable service in
‘giving word for word meaning for this- famous hymn
.and.in addmg elaborate notes on- each mantra. called
froi the above commentaries. — Hindu-dated 30:6-57
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